
Minutes of Regular Meeting 
April 17, 2017 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Santa Fe ISD was held Monday, April 17, 2017, 
beginning at 7:00 PM in the Cowan Education Center Board Room, 4133 Warpath, Santa Fe, 
TX 77510. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Mr. Norman called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. 

 

II. MEMBERS PRESENT/ABSENT 
Members present were Patrick Kelly, John Rothermel, Sheryl Skufca, Rusty Norman, Eric 
Davenport and John Snider.  Absent was Wayne Logan.  Dr. Wall was in attendance. 
 
Others Present: 
Lee Townsend, Patti Hanssard, Jackie Shuman, Bob Atkins, Robyn Tilitzky and Tommy Watson 

 

III. BUDGET WORKSHOP 
Mrs. Townsend reviewed the 2017-2018 budget. 

 

IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION, CHAPTER 551 
The Board went into closed session at 6:05 pm, in the executive conference room.  Personnel 
and teacher contracts were the topic of discussion.  The Board adjourned closed session and 
reconvened in open session at 7:05 pm. 

 

V. RECONVENE INVOCATION AND PLEDGES 
Mr. Rothermel gave the invocation and all recited the pledges. 

 

VI. SCHOOL OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Bob Atkins, Rachel Blundell, Cherie Bowers, Walter Braun, Patti Hanssard, Mark Kanipes, 
Destini Martin, David McMillian, Rick Morrill, Kathy Oliver, Julie Pittman, Michelle Pourchot, Kim 
Ross, Jackie Shuman and Lee Townsend 
 
Others Present: 
Thomas Bennett, Jodi Gidley, Karen McLaughlin, Susan Bunde and Danna Kubacak 

 

VII. ACTION FROM CLOSED SESSION, CHAPTER 551  
A. Mr. Davenport made a motion to employ for the 2017-2018 school year the following as 

teachers for 187 days: Margaret Jones, Breanna Westerfield and Tracy Kubicki.  Mr. 
Rothermel seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

B. Mr. Davenport made a motion to renew and approve the contracts and related actions of all 
Professional Staff listed on Exhibit A as presented in Executive session and further move 
that all appropriate employees be notified of the Board’s actions.  Mr. Rothermel seconded 
and all voted in favor. 

 

VIII. RECOGNITIONS  
A. Kubacak Elementary recognized their TRIBE Students of the Year for 2016-2017: 3rd 

grade students: Chaney Hagewood; Cheyenne Mascorro; Devon Scheck; Sadie Childs; 
Elyssa Sanchez; Lauren Stovich; Tyler Atkins and Manuel Juarez – 4th grade students: 
Harley Bickerstaff; Kelsey Istre; Natalia Garcia; Kyleigh Payne; Collin Chastain; Jonathan 
Fraire; Ronnie Rouse; Hayven Martinez; Haley Withers and Kyle Romero – 5th grade 
students: Fiona Feldpausch; Mason Myers; Myriah Perez; Ciara Castanie and Mackenzie 
Schuck. 

 

B. Jr. High recognized their cheerleaders who competed at Cheer America Regionals at NRG  



and received 1st place!  They also received 1st place Spring National Champion in the Jr. 
High Small Novice Division and a bid to the One Finals at Cheer America National at the 
Galveston Convention Center.  Sydney Allen; Angela Bickerstaff; Aubrea Burnam; Shelby 
Haaga; Avery Hansen; Madison Jeans; Isabelle Laymance; Clair McGuire; Trinity Wilson; 
Haylee Wolfe; Lauren Worley and Hailey Yeates.  Alternate Kaydence Compean stepped in 
for Trinity Wilson at Nationals.  Their Coach is Lindsey Plite. 

C. Jr. High also recognized Mary Key with a plaque honoring her for over 16 years of service 
as President of the Jr. High Athletic Booster Club.  She has and continues to devote herself 
to the athletes and coaches at Santa Fe Jr. High and the district! 

 

D. H.S. recognized several groups: 
− UIL academic recipients:  Peter Luong, 2nd place District in calculator applications 

and Region Advancer, 6th place District in Number Sense; Pablo Esparza, 5th place 
District in Current Issues and Events; Gabby Paddie and Azia Miranda, District One 
Act Play All Star Cast; Angel Martinez and Toby Odom, District One Act Play 
Honorable Mention All Star Cast; Jase O’Brien, District One Act Play Honorable 
Mention All Star Crew. 

− Santa Fe FFA Results: Gracie Snipe, 2nd in her class and will make the sale; 
Shelby Frudensprung, 7th in her Swine class and will make the sale; Sarah 
Emerson, 2nd in her class; SF FFA Livestock Judging Team received a participation 
award. 

− Moody’s Mega Math Challenge students Stephanie Reed, Corrigan Garcia, Peter 
Luong and Abby Martinez participated along with many other juniors and seniors 
nationwide.  They worked collaboratively to solve a problem for the National Park 
System by building mathematical models to address and make predictions about 
tides and sea level, climate vulnerability and visitor statistics.  Their paper was 
selected as one of the top 200 papers from 1,121 submitted. Their paper was judged 
by 12 professional applied mathematicians and finished in the top 18% of the papers 
submitted. 

− Bowling Teams, Girls Regional team finished 3rd in District and 6th in Region: Bailey 
Rose, Allie Baccinelli, Gracie Hamilton, Haley Gibson, Lauren Arcidiacono and 
Sarah Zaro.  Boys State Team finished 1st in District, 5th in Region and 2nd in State: 
Drew Murff, Andrew Wardrup, Ashton Wardrup, Chet Rich, Coby Cruz and Santos 
Cruz.  All-District Results were: Ashton Wardrup 1st Team; Andrew Wardrup 1st 
Team; Drew Murff 1st Team; Bailey Rose 2nd Team and Allie Baccinelli 2nd Team.  
Coach Judi Wardrup was named Boys All-District Coach.   

− H.S. Boys Basketball Team recognized several players for their hard work and 
dedication during the 2016-2017 season:  Kirk Smith received the Beau Fife Spirit 
Award; Tyson Wall received Most Improved Player, Most Valuable Player and All-
District Honorable Mention; Cisco Silva received Defensive Player of the Year and 
Landon McLendon received Offensive Player of the Year. 

 

E. SFISD Business Department recognized Cherie Bowers and her Nutrition Team who 
earned the Texas Department of Agriculture’s Best of the Bunch Award.  This honor 
recognizes outstanding participation in the 2016 Local Products Challenge. 

 

F.  SFISD and HR Department recognized our district librarians in honor of National Library 
Week.  Ann Eckermann at RJW; Dede McLaughlin at Kubacak; Susan Bunde at SFJH and 
Danna Kubacak at the H.S.  They were presented with a clock as a small token of 
appreciation for all they do for the students, staff and community of Santa Fe ISD. 

 

G. SFISD recognized our fourth recipient of the Stand Up for Public Education honor.  HEB on  



the local level has donated paper bags for book covers, books to our libraries and has 
sponsored refreshments for staff and student events.  At the corporate level, HEB manages 
several programs to support statewide public education.  In the last six years, over $28.000 
has been donated from their Tournament of Champions Charitable Trust.  This has funded 
laptops, books, e-books and science equipment on our Jr. High and High School campuses. 
They grant awards to teachers, principals, school districts, school board leaders and early 
childhood programs.  Santa Fe’s HEB manager, William Kenck accepted the award. 

H. Employees of the Month for April are: Charlene Courtney, RJW; Cathy Curran, Kubacak; 
Marlo Bear, Jr. High; Robert Perkins, H.S.; William Smothers, Transportation; Sam Herrera, 
Maintenance; Catalina Esparza, Custodian; Christi Rehm, Child Nutrition; Randie 
Martindale, Admin. 

 

IX. PUBLIC FORUM 
No one signed up to speak to the Board. 

 

X. INFORMATION ITEMS  
A. The Board reviewed monthly reports on personnel, child nutrition, tax collection, technology, 

transportation, finance, police department, grants and campuses.  Bob Atkins updated the 
Board on bond projects and other on-going projects throughout the district. 

 

B. Mrs. Townsend updated the Board on the current status of the purchase of land on G1/2 
and FM 1764 for the new elementary school. 

 

XI. CONSENT AGENDA 
Mr. Davenport made a motion to approve the following consent agenda items as presented.  Mr. 
Rothermel seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

A. Minutes of March 8, 2017 and March 27, 2017  
B. Accounts Payable $1,805,011.80  
C. Budget Amendment #8  

XII. REGULAR AGENDA  
A. Mr. Rothermel made a motion as required by Texas Education Code 12A.005(b), the Board 

of Trustees approve the District of Innovation Plan as presented by the DOI Plan Committee 
and approved by DEIC, giving Santa Fe ISD the designation of District of Innovation, 
effective today, and to be in effect for up to 5 years.  Mr. Snider seconded and all voted in 
favor. 

 

B. Mr. Snider made a motion to approve the  2017-2018 Santa Fe ISD calendar as submitted 
by DEIC.  Mr. Davenport seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

C. Mr. Snider made a motion to approve the purchase of 11 laptop carts at a cost not to 
exceed $70,031.00.  Mr. Rothermel seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

D. Mr. Snider made the motion to proclaim May 5, 2017 as School Lunch Hero Day in Santa 
Fe ISD. Mr. Rothermel seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

E. Mr. Davenport made the motion to resolve the week of May 6-12, 2017, as Nurse 
Appreciation Week in Santa Fe ISD.  Mr. Rothermel seconded and all voted in favor.  

 

F. Mr. Rothermel made a motion to proclaim May 8-12, 2017 as Teacher Appreciation Week in 
Santa Fe ISD.  Mrs. Skufca seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

G. Mr. Snider made a motion to proclaim May 11-17, 2017 as National Police Week in Santa 
Fe ISD.  Mr. Rothermel seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

H. Mr. Davenport made a motion to proclaim May 10, 2017 as Paraprofessional Day in Santa  



Fe ISD.  Mr. Snider seconded and all voted in favor. 
I. Mr. Davenport made a motion to approve participation in a New Fuel Pool Agreement with 

TASB Energy Cooperative from May 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018.  Mr. Rothermel seconded 
and all voted in favor. 

 

J. Mrs. Skufca made a motion to approve the one year renewal from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 
2018 of the RediMD Health Services for all district employees.  The district’s cost of the 
service is $1.50 per month per employee (based on no more than 610 employees) with the 
amount not to exceed $10,980.00.  Mr. Snider seconded and all voted in favor.  

 

K. Mr. Snider made a motion to approve the purchase of 4 HVAC units for the Jr. High School 
from Lennox for a price not to exceed $71,532.00.  Mr. Rothermel seconded and all voted in 
favor. 

 

L. Mrs. Skufca made a motion to approve the agreement to lease a portable building for R.J. 
Wollam for a cost not to exceed $64,612 for 2017, with the total costs over two years not to 
exceed $98,771.  Mr. Rothermel seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

M. Mr. Snider made a motion to approve the contract with C.L. Davis & Co., for topographical 
and boundary survey services for a price not to exceed $44,200.  Mr. Rothermel seconded 
and all voted in favor. 

 

N. Mr. Snider made a motion to approve the contract with Terracon to provide an 
environmental site assessment and geotechnical investigation on the contracted property 
for a price not to exceed $7,600.00.  Mr. Rothermel seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

O. Mr. Snider made the motion to approve replacement of the wired infrastructure, the 
reimbursable E-Rate portion of $364,722.95 and the SFISD portion is $374,700.08 for a 
total cost not to exceed $739,423.03.  Mrs. Skufca seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

P. Mr. Snider made a motion to approve the donation from Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice for 60 desktop computers and monitors and 50 laptop computers to be used as part 
of the district’s computer refresh and upgrades.  Mr. Davenport seconded and all voted in 
favor. 

 

XIII. BOARD COMMUNICATION 
Ms. Hanssard 

• Provided the Board with a list of upcoming events through the end of the school year.  
Also provided an invitation to the End of Year Employee Breakfast with an agenda. 
Thanked Mr. Logan and wife Kelly for providing the clocks for the librarians. 

Mrs. Townsend 
• Wished everyone a great week. 

Mr. Snider 
• Thanked everyone for all they do for the district. 

Mr. Kelly 
• Thanked everyone for all they do and thanked Mrs. Townsend for the information 

provided at the Budget Workshop. 
Dr. Shuman 

• Thanked the librarians for coming to the meeting.  Appreciates their leadership and all 
they do for the students and staff on their campuses. 

Mrs. Skufca 
• Thanked the H.R. Department for planning and executing the first job fair at Santa Fe 

ISD.  Thanked Mrs. Townsend and the business department on a great job they are 
doing on the upcoming budget. 

 

 



Mr. Rothermel 
• Hoped everyone had a great Easter.  Thanked everyone for being at the meeting. 

Mr. Davenport 
• Thanked everyone for being at the meeting.  RJW Spring Carnival went well and thanked 

Mrs. Pourchot.  Thanked Mrs. Ross for coming out to the little league park to support the 
kids. 

Mr. Norman 
• Thanked everyone for all they do for the district.  Reminded everyone that the GCF&R 

will begin this week and a lot of Santa Fe FFA kids will be participating in the events.  
Congratulated all the students that were recognized tonight. 

Dr. Wall 
• Looking forward to a strong finish to the school year.  We have state testing and student 

events and celebrations.  Wished everyone a great week. 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Rothermel made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 pm.  Mrs. Skufca seconded and all 
voted in favor. 
 
We affirm that these minutes are official, complete and correct 
 
 
_______________________________                       ________________________________ 
J.R. Norman                                                                 Sheryl L. Skufca 
President                                                                      Secretary 
 
 
Date Minutes Approved:  May 15, 2017 

 

  
 
 
 
 


