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March 19, 2020 
 
 
Dear SFISD parents and guardians,      
 

We want to thank you again for your patience and understanding during this unprecedented 
and challenging time for schools and communities across the nation.  As we navigate through 
the impact of COVID-19, SFISD remains committed to supporting our students and families. We 
want to assure you that the District will continue to keep you updated regarding all school 
related information.  

We understand that school closure decisions of this extent present significant difficulties to 
working parents of school-aged children. Please know that decisions are not made lightly, but 
after thoughtful consideration to be proactive in protecting our students and our staff 
members. We are hopeful that these measures will better ensure the long-term health and 
safety of children, staff, and for the Santa Fe ISD community. We will continue to monitor 
information regarding this rapidly changing crisis situation, and adjust and respond accordingly.  
 
Although there is no replacement for the quality learning experiences our students receive in 
our SFISD classrooms, we are working diligently to provide quality instruction and learning 
during this time. Teachers and staff from each school are reaching out this week to share how 
we will support your children through lessons that focus on key learning standards with a 
balance of on-screen and off-screen interactions and tasks. Please understand, this is 
unchartered territory for all of us, and we appreciate your support as we learn together how to 
offer quality educational experiences outside classroom walls.  I am confident that the talent 
and commitment of our teachers and staff will undoubtedly keep our students learning and 
progressing educationally.    
 
Beginning March 23, 2020, several learning options will be provided for all of our students for 
at-home learning. We will be using various instructional formats for delivering instruction to 
our students, including Canvas (Learning Management System), Edgenuity (online 
courses), Flipgrid (interactive video), YouTube lessons, as well as written TEKS (Texas learning 
standards) aligned instruction. Teachers will also be providing elective course learning for all 
ages (PE, Music, Art, and secondary courses) as well as Career and Technology Education (CTE) 
learning activities. We are also working on a plan to provide internet and device access as 
needed as well as technical support for students and parents for this transitional learning.    
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Our entire staff has worked very hard to be able to provide engaging and valuable educational 
experiences for each child, while at home. We are so appreciative and grateful to our SFISD 
staff who commit themselves daily to going above and beyond for our children in sharing their 
expertise, their energy and their hearts with our families during this time.  We are also thankful 
to our parents and community who partner with our dedicated team of educators to support 
our children through these new challenges. We ask for your continued patience and grace to 
support our staff during this extraordinary time as we make every effort to attend to the needs 
of your children.  
  
We will continue to communicate regular updates on our website, social media 
channels, School Messenger and Skyward email system.  In addition, we have a Frequently 
Asked Questions area in our interactive portal at www.santafeupdates.com and will continue to 
update it regularly.   
 
Finally, we remind parents to help your children understand the importance of adhering to 
guidelines outlined by the CDC and public health officials during this time.  The majority of our 
community is feeling healthy, and therefore, it may be difficult for children to understand the 
measures taken by federal, state, and local officials to ensure the safety and well-being of our 
citizens. We will also be sharing resources to assist parents in supporting our children during a 
public pandemic crisis.  
 
It is a privilege to be a member of this caring SFISD community where we all prioritize the needs 
of our students, our staff, and our families in the face of adversity and uncertainty. We will 
continue to rely on your support and your feedback as we move into these unique 
circumstances as we provide educational experiences to our students.    
 
Warmest regards,  
  
Leigh Wall, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Santa Fe Independent School District 
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